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Analyse The Other Side of Midnight from the point of View of
Women as the mowginaliseds

Women who- lived thwough the Poutition often felt lost and had
their ideoas of home tuwrned upside doww. In the fowrthvchapter of
the book "Women," Butaliov nowrates the navrative of Zainal, o
young Muslimw womany, and her Stkiv husband, Butow Singhv.
Butadiov said that Zainal- had beenw kidnapped as her family was
moving from Indiow to- Pakiston. She had beenw trawyferredraround
a lot before being sold to-Singh. They got mawried; and they loved
each other. "They had a family withv two- young girly” (127).
Singvs family thought that Zainal- ond her kidswould toke
away o bigger piece of the Singhvs ancestral propeitys Thersearch
group has been told by Singh's brothers and fephewsthats Zainalb-
was with them. She has to-go-back to-her pawents houserwithv the
hope that she would move back in with Wex huusband and kids.
Singh also- found out that her pawenty wanted to- mowry her cousin
so-that her property world stay invthe family's male line. He chose
to- become av Muslimw and move to- Pakistan to-be withv her. Zainal-
was already mawried. Whew Zainal- said she would never talk to-
Singhv again. He killed himself later. There was o note inv his
pocket that said he wanted to-be buried in Zainal's vilage: "This
wish, however, was to- remain unfulfilled’' (130).

The story shows how Pawtition was complicated by gender, sex;
religion, and class. Zainal- was stuck ivv different systems; such as
religion, fomilys and patriowchy. She was initially identified as av
Muslimy womauwv and theveafter co-opted by the patriowchy.
Additionodly, she is situated within famiiad and political-
economic contexts: her birthvfomily requirved her for financial
piwposes. They took her and mawried her to-av cousin so-they could
keepiher pogsessions. The story showed av lot about how her founily
membexs‘controlled women.

Butaliow looked at violence against women inv their own families.
To-protect the family's honowr, the males buuwrned ov killed the
wome so-that mew of "other” religions would not take them or
hurt them. To-escape this terrible assaunlt, several of the womerv
drank poisonw and jumped into-wells. AW women are affected by
the foct that "nowhere in the different discourses on Pawrtition do-
suchy incidenty count as violent incidents; instead, they are
covutiructed as valorous acts, devoid of the violence and coerciow
that nust howe led so- many women to-their deaths' (214). Specific
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gender constructy were utiliged to- interpret these occurrences; the
women could not be identified as "violent beings." Their
behawiowry awe perceived within the comfortably symbolic domain
of sacrifice, particulorly regowding their domestic roles. To-
actively remember these women ay symboly of the honov of the
fomily, community, and natiow iy to- strip them of both violence
and agency (216).

Butaliow contends that the matters about women's 'suicides,'
compulsion; or infentionality must remaivv unsolved; astiveir
voices awe rvetrievable (212).

Butodliav also-talks about sexual assanlts that happestedracross
different religions duwring Partition. She says that’ most of-the
womerw who-were raped were poor women because the richywomen
could trawvel by plane, vehicle, or under escort, but not by foot
(328).To- make the recovery of abducted wome seew widve real
and natuwral, the Indiow government used cextain symbols. One
of the most important examples came from the epic Ramayana.
Rama had to- go-thwough av Lot of treuble to-get his wife Sitow backs
from the evil Ravana. During Pawtition, Indiow lawmakers in
Pawliovment said, "As descendanty of Ram, we must bring backs
every Sitaw that iy alive’ (174). They think of the people of Pakisto
as Rowvanay, and the Indiowy goveriument sees itself as seculaw or
plwralist instead of Pakistarv

The sixthv chapter of the book, called "Children," is about how
children were left behind during Pouwtition. A lot of kids are
sepawated fromutheir parenty when they move. There are no-dato
on the nuunber of people who- were abandoned; kidnapped, lost, or
even awlopted; but anecdotal stories show that gender played o
rold/in their fate: For instance, males who-were kidnapped were
conmumonly employed as troops against the enemy in "killing
sprees;,” and girlsy who-were kidnapped were often "sold into-
prostitution' (261). Adopted boys were frequently reared as the
biological offspring of the family, while girly were utiliged for
auwxiiowry roles, such as domestic assistance (250). Muslims who-
lived inv v mostly Muslinw regionw thought that Hindw and Sikihv
kids were smowter than their ownw kids. So; Muslimy take Hindw
and Stkiv youngsters and adopt them. Hindus; on the other hand,
thought that Muslim kids were considerably stronger thaw their
oww kids whew it came to-physical skills. So; they sought to-get
those kids to-join their religiow.
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The seventiv chapter of the book, "Marging," is largely about the
problems that marginaliged people; especially Dality or
"wntouchables," face. The common nowrative of Pawtition mostly
focused on the issues that middle-class people, mainly Hindus;
Muwslims, and Sikhs; faced. Butodiow writes: Among these are storvies
of a lot of people who-live inv v world that iy wrongly thought of as
being onthe outside. I think these histories have been concealed
because so- muich Literature about Poawtition has centred ovw
Hinduw, Sikh, and Muwslim meny, as if no-other identity existed.

(297 )The Pawtitionw had av very different effect on Dalit women
thaw it did onv middle-class women. The upper-classHindus did
not see thew as their equals. They did not identify withv Hindus;
the social inwisibility that chawvacteriged their lives.in stodble times
persisted over centuries. Butaliov savys that “thiey had o-property to-
be looted; and; perhaps; too; Dalit women Were soved from mass
rape because their male relatives were outsidesthe
honowr/dishonowr/revenge circuit” (326).

A lot of Pakistoni Hinduw immigronty hawe found shelter in Dalit
commumnities since the Partition. The Dadity were forced to- move
because of their awrival, dand mawvy of thew evenw found shelter inv
the jungle:. The Indiawn government took in these refugees there,
but now the dality, or individualy who- awre on the outside, are
being moved or kickedrout. Butaliov savys that whenw Anis Kidwais
and, Sushilow Nayyowr trawveled, to- Tihaw, they saow o group of old
Harijonw mew standing onw the edge of the hamlet and looking at
their old homesy crying at what had happened to-them. They were
getting thein,commuinity ready to-welcome the Hinduw immigranty
who- wottldnbe coming from Pakiston. "But what about us?" they
asked. "Wheve will we go?" Who-will take cave of us? And there
really wasn't somebody to-take cawre of thew because they didnw't
meetany of the criteriaw that would hawe allowed them to-get aid.

(302-08)

Butaliov savys that womeny "seldom spoke about women' during
Poawrtition (126). She thinks that certaivy womerv's wriking ov
Pawtitiow iy ignoved, whereas the writing of males ov their valor iy
celebrated irnv moderw history. Other Side of Sillence has a Lot of
powerful consequences for historiography. It can be described as o
diverse form of subaltern writing that unintentionally contesty
the covwentional nature of historiography.



